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I was glad when they said to me, “let us go up to 
the house of the Lord!”  

I remember many, many years ago when I was 
getting ready to go to worship with my brother. I was sit-
ting down with the Grand Rapids Press on the footstool 
and was sorting through the different coupons and sales 
fliers which always seemed to make the paper twice to 
three times as thick as I thought it should be. On the side 
sat the fliers which I wanted to look through or that I 
thought that one of the family might want, as well as the 
“important” sections of the paper. The time to leave was 
getting close and Rob hadn’t come down yet. I yelled up 
to him asking if he was coming with me or was going to 
go with Mom. You see Heartside had a worship start of 
11:30 while our home church started at 9:30.  

As the deadline to leave crept closer he came 
down and we loaded ourselves into the car and headed 
off to worship. This scene would repeat itself for the next 
few months. Until each of us found ourselves in a differ-
ent setting and the good habit and normal grind changed. 
Instead of going to worship where we had been raised 
since well our birth we each separately had to form a new 
routine, in a new space and new place. And when circum-
stances found us in that repetitive and normal space rou-
tine clicked and it was as if we hadn’t been away at college 
for the last four months.  

Much of what had been has changed. Now days I 
don’t read the GR Press at all let alone gather and sepa-
rate the fliers in it. I don’t even drive to worship but walk 
across the parking lot. Rob’s reality has shifted too. In-
stead of an older brother badgering him to get ready for 
worship he is the badgerer and his boys the badgerees. 
Time, and life has changed quite a bit since the late nine-
ties and early two thousands. But that is just a drop in the 
bucket compared to the timeline which we are about to 
celebrate as a congregation. Very few if any of the original 
founding congregation names are still here. The routine 
to begin worship has changed, since we don’t have a fur-
nace which needs to be started and wood fed into it.  

Think for a moment how different worship is 
now as opposed to that first Sunday in 1801. No electrici-
ty. No paved parking lot. No cars to ride to worship in 
comfortably. Much has shifted and changed over the last 
225 years of this worshiping body’s life. But there are 
some things that even though everything else has changed 
will always stay the same. While there may be a bit of dif-
ference in the language which our Bibles are written in 
they are still an integral part of worship. Again our hymns 
might be in a different language and might use different 
musical technology to play them they are still focused and 
centered on God and telling the story of God. From the 
sermon, communion and other parts all still make up our 
offering of worship. Although the how might have 
changed a little bit. 

Most of all our purpose our reason for worship is 
still the same. We still gather together to praise God for 
all the many blessings and ways in which God is, was, and 
will be present in our lives. As our days of celebration of 
the 225th anniversary of Hurley Reformed’s founding 
come closer let us celebrate. On May 30th we will gather 
from 10-2 with the greater Hurley community to celebrate 
and give thanks for our community. And on June 7th at 
10 for worship we will gather and praise God for all that 
God has done for us and through us over these many 
years. As these two celebrations get closer may we listen to 
the words of the Psalmist and say, “Give thanks to the 
Lord for he is good, his love endures forever.” Whether it 
is year 1, year 225 or year 2??, let us give thanks and praise 
for all that God has done, and is doing. Amen. 

  



 

       May 

May 3    Maggie Sass and Aileen Helsley 

May 10   Aileen Helsley and Russ Voigtlaender 

May 17    Chris Decker and Bill Baldinger 

May 24  Wally Cook and Jim Gregory 

May 31   Terry Gaffken and Bonnie Dumas 

 
Deacon for May 

Is 

Dino Sumerano 

Social Solos meets on May 13, 2026@ noon 

Anyone wishing to join please contact  
Rev. Deb Zuill for an invite at  

attitudema50@aol.com or 845-247-9157 

 

Reach out to those who need your support 

 in their day to day needs:   

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Judy Bell (Terry Gaffken’s mom)  

Lori Pinkham is Wingate at Ulster                                 

Terry Conlin 

Marilyn and the More Family  



 

May 3                    Communion & All Church  
       Birthday Party  
May 3, 10,17,24,31             Worship 
May 5, 12, 19,26                Bible Study 
May 1, 8, 15, 22,29     Sew and So    
                                              & Knitters 
May 11                                 Parking Lot Line Painting & 
       Consistory Meeting 
May 13                                 Social Solos 
Tues, Thurs & Sat.           Karate 
May 16       Spring Clean-Up Day 
May 30        25th Community Celebration 
 
 
June 7 @10am-Worship Celebration 
June 9 Brooks BBQ 
June 14 @11am-Salad Share 
August 30 @11am-Church Cookout 
October 3-Bingo 

Please join us for Worship 
 every Sunday at 10am with Refreshments 

served after in the Hall. 
Sign up sheets are posted in the Hall for 

flowers and refreshments. 

 

If you are unable to attend Worship in 
person please join us through our Zoom 

link. It can be found on our webpage and 
our Facebook page 

 

When the time comes and you are faced with a funeral 
of a loved one, or a celebration of a baptism the Hurley 

Reformed Church would like to offer a hand. 

The Celebration Committee is happy to help you with 
the repast after the funeral service or the celebration for 
the baptism. We will do the set-up of the hall, serve the 
food (although we cannot supply the food), and we will 

do all the clean up afterward. 

If you would like more information about this, please 
speak with Rev. Appleyard-Pekich. 

The Mission for May will be the Mental 
Health Association in Ulster County. May is 

designated as Mental Health Awareness 
Month (founded by Mental Health Ameri-

ca in 1949) to raise awareness about men-
tal health conditions, reduce associated 

stigma, and promote education, early inter-
vention, and treatment access for all. It 
serves to remind the public that mental 

health is crucial for overall well-being and 
that, with 1 in 5 adults experiencing mental 

illness, no one is alone.  

 

In our basket at the top of the stairs we will 
collect individually packaged snacks such 

as fruit snacks and granola bars etc for 
People’s Place summer back pack program 

for children. 



 

Cole Jordan  1 

Terry Conlin 2 

Kristen Helm 2 

Mikayla Mellin 2 

Lori Baker 3 

Kathy Burns 4 

Jonathan Helsley 5 

George Nekos, Jr. 5 

Elizabeth Wilson 7 

Jayne Ulrich 10 

Marilyn Cox 11 

Robin Brennan 14 

Barbara Hornbeck 14 

Les Frost 16 

Jeanne Quenzer 17 

Taylor Robey 21 

Ricki Maggiore 27 

Lily DeKoskie 27 

Mackenzie Schoonmaker 28 

Please send any updates for 

our prayer chain to  

Pat Baker at 

845-331-2556  

or  

pbaker727@yahoo.com 

Glenn & Debbie Decker 6 

Kathy & Bob Pfeiffer 6 

Christa & Terry Conlin 9 

Joe & Kathy Burns 15 

Kevin & Jeanne Quenzer 17 

Wayne & Karen Waligurski 20 

Donna & Peter Harder 30  

Graduation Time!  

If you have a graduate you are celebrating 
please email  

admin@hurleyreformedchurch.org  

and let us know. We will be sharing all our 
graduation announcements in the bulletin 

and the Spire! 

mailto:admin@hurleyreformedchurch.org


 



 

Church Growth, and Getting To Know You… 

As we embark on our mission of church growth and retention, we are looking at ways to get to know you better.  
We would like to create a database that would give us a better idea of who you are.  For starters, If we want to 
reach out to you, what’s your address?  Can we reach you by phone?  When is your birthday? Do you have chil-
dren who have been baptized and confirmed?   

We have created a very easy form to help us gather some information.  We would be happy if you would please 
take a few minutes to fill this form out, and return it to the church.  It will help us to work toward our goal of 
growing our congregation, and more importantly, to be able to reach out to you and get to know you better. 
Please know that this form is completely optional.  

You can either drop this completed form at church anytime, or you may mail it to the church at:        Hurley Re-
formed Church, PO Box 328, Hurley, NY 12443.  We also will soon have a link to this form on our Church 
website so you can complete it online. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Appleyard
-Pekich.   



 



 

Rev. William Appleyard-Pekich 

Pastor 
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eSpire:  In order to save money and reduce 
our impact on the environment, you may 
receive The Spire by email.  Please request 
electronic distribution by emailing            
admin@HurleyReformedChurch.org.    
If you no longer wish to receive the Spire 
please let us know at the same email ad-
dress or call the church office and we will 
remove you from our mailing list. 
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